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RACISM UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL...
At the 2006 Agricultural Missions Study Session

By Winston Carroo
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he scene in the 9th Ward of New Orleans was surreal. There was absolute and total devastation of entire

neighborhoods. The place was totally devoid of its inhabitants and the only souls around were college students

who volunteered to help with the clean up. The collapsed everything - houses, trees, utility poles - bear silent
testament to the power of Hurricane Katrina that moved through this city over six months ago. We were within
sight of the (in) famous levee that gave way and opened the floodgates to this section of the city. The water is gone
now, but so are this and many other communities and no one knows what the future holds. Who will be allowed to
rebuild and where? Will insurance be available? What will the new building codes require? Will the government
help? And the most nagging question of all: Can this happen again? These are just some of the questions in the
minds of the displaced residents like Mr. Johnnie A. Clark, Jr., who was our tour guide.

The field visit to New Orleans and adjoining areas of the Mississippi Gulf Coast were part of the 2006 study
session of Agricultural Missions, held in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, March 22-25. "Globalization and Racism: In the
Aftermath of Hurricane Katrina," was the theme of this year's event. The devastation of Hurricane Katrina and the
response of public and private agencies provided the opportunity and the context to examine the racial disparities
that exist in the nation. Disparities brought to the surface by the rising waters of the Mississippi River. Why were
most of those trapped for days of misery mostly African American? Why did it take so long to provide any
meaningful response for emergency supplies and evacuation? Would the response have been different if this were a
white community? Many agree that the poor were the ones who suffered most - unable to get themselves out for
lack of resources and places to go. But racism is one of the major causes of poverty, not only in the United States,
but globally.
Continued on page 2
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The scene of devastation continued for mile after mile after mile as we drove along the coastal highway through
Gulfport, Biloxi and East Biloxi. Most buildings within three to four blocks inland from the shore are gone and
all of those that remained standing were severely damaged and slated for demolition. The concrete foundations
are the only reminder that buildings once stood in these communities. Businesses are trying to rebuild but the
lack of housing for workers is hampering the process despite relatively attractive wages.

In East Biloxi we visited the volunteers who are working from the AME Church, providing advice and
assistance to residents of this community who are predominantly African American and Vietnamese. We heard
about the relief agencies that came late, offered little and left early. But the most disturbing thing we heard was
how the casino industry, often backed by local officials, is using this devastation as an opportunity for a "land
grab" to deprive African American and Vietnamese property owners of their land. We were told that prior to the
Hurricane there were 17 casinos operating in the area and these had to be offshore. Since the Hurricane, 23
additional licenses have been issued but this time these can be constructed up to 800 feet inland. East Biloxi was
in the eye of the storm and now this community is within the sight of the casino industry, land speculators and
proposed re-zoning regulations. This situation is a mirror image of what is happening to fisher folk communities
in many Asian countries that were devastated by the tsunami of 2004.

Board member (1) Junius Williams and guest (r)
Charles Sherrod during worship session highlighting
the civil rights movement, (c) Volunteer students
assisting the community in Biloxi speak with board
member Diana Stephen; (bottom 1) Local volunteer,
Ms. Eleanore Jones of Delisle Township, MS;
(bottom right) Volunteers speak with participants at
| the Greater St. John AME Church in East Biloxi.
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(left and center) Board members Jerry Pennick and Willis Goodwin
speaking with some students during the field visit to community in New
Orleans.

On the opening evening of the Study Session, Rev. Dr.
Roderick Mitchell provided a rousing biblical
grounding for our theme in his presentation titled
"Nature's Wrath and a Nation's Wrong." There were
panelists who described the injustices, based on race,
committed against farm workers and Hmong
immigrants in the United States and the Haitian farm
worker population in the Dominican Republic. We
were constantly reminded that racial injustice is a
growing global problem as transnational corporations
seek cheap labor and scarce natural resources. We were
treated to wonderful and inspiring theme-based worship
sessions led by Board Member, Junius Williams,
himself a veteran of the civil rights movement. Junius
read about and recalled s/heros and events of the
struggle for civil rights in the South and in Hattiesburg
itself. Junius was well complemented by the
participation of Rev. Charles Sherrod, himself a veteran
and hero of the "movement."m

Farmer at Indian Springs Farmers Association, Inc.

Greetings From The
New Executive Director

Joseph (Joe) D. Keesecker

Greetings to board members, network partners and friends
of Agricultural Missions Inc.! As I am writing these
words, Selena and I are sorting, packing and sending our
things to New York from Puerto Pefiasco, Sonora,
México, where we have been living for the past year.
Friends, who have only known us in this context, or in the
various rural and international locations where we have
lived and worked, have expressed surprise and even
concern about us moving off to the "Big Apple". Others,
who knew us during our years in the New York area, or in
Chicago, think it makes sense to "return", but wonder
about dealing with agriculture and rural issues from the
big city. We are looking forward to returning to an area
where we lived some very important years of our lives,
and to this new adventure with Agricultural Missions, in
whose vision and mission we have long believed and
whose work we think is more important than ever in this
brave new world of globalization, with its heightened
impacts on and opportunities for rural people and the
organizations they form.

Both Selena and 1 come from rural/agricultural
backgrounds...for her - Cheraw, Colorado, and for me -
Washington, Kansas. Many reading this know I have
been involved with Agricultural Missions for several
years. My first meeting with the organization was at the
transformative conference in Jayuya, Puerto Rico, in
1979, and I have served on the board ever since. I
personally owe a great deal to Agricultural Missions for
its critical role in my own growth and transformation.
Sharing in the rich diversity represented on the board,
being exposed to issues, organizations and leaders in a
variety of settings both in the U.S. and internationally, and
grappling with the critical issues facing rural people
wherever they are, have jolted, informed and shaped my
consciousness. These have expanded and deepened my
awareness and understanding, and sharpened my resolve
to support efforts for rural, racial and gender justice and to
find ways of helping others learn about these issues
through exposure and involvement. 1 am hopeful that
working even more intensely with and providing staff
leadership for Agricultural Missions will provide a good
opportunity for me to further these commitments and use
skills and insights gained to benefit the organization and
our partners.

Y | Coninuedonpoged
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This is a time of transition for Agricultural Missions, with a
strategic planning effort underway, new realities in ecumenical
involvement and support, increased pressures on rural
communities, challenges for broadening our base of support
(organizationally and financially) and now changing directors as
well. I hope to bring to this role experience and convictions that
will help Agricultural Missions rise to these challenges and
further carve out its role and program for the future.

The small but deeply dedicated and highly experienced staff, and
the engaged and committed Board of Directors of Agricultural
Missions make this new role seem possible and I approach my
responsibilities knowing I will be supported and surrounded by
very competent, experienced and knowledgeable people.

At our recent annual Board meeting and study session, held in
Mississippi in March (see reports elsewhere in this Netline), the
Board approved a revised Vision Statement to challenge and draw
us forward, building on the strong foundations laid, and
relationships formed during the 76-year history of Agricultural
Missions. It reads:

To become a leading ecumenical organization
recognized for standing with and connecting
rural networks and faith communities in
challenging the injustices of globalization.

This is a strong vision and a challenge to Agricultural Missions
and our partners. In this new day of globalization, with things
moving and changing more rapidly than ever before in human
history, with rural people and the environment facing awesome
threats to sustainability and survival, it is no light matter to aspire
to serve rural networks and faith communities as they mount
challenges to the destructive forces confronting their very
existence. "Standing with and connecting" is a servant/leader role
Agricultural Missions is called to perform and I am humbled to
have this opportunity to collaborate in the effort.

I pledge myself to listening; to using my experience in helping
groups identify and articulate their goals and needs; to helping
shape visions, programs and strategies for meeting those needs
and achieving those goals; to providing or finding tools for
organizing; to developing the courage and exercising leadership
for living into our vision; and to helping the organization and its
membership reflect on the biblical bases and the theological
meaning of our analyses, strategies and ministry, as we engage in
the discipline of action-reflection-action in our work.

I invite all reading this to continue with us, or to join us in this
journey for peace, justice and the integrity of God's creation. m

World  NAIROBI

e 361

ATTEND THE NAIROBI
WORLD SOCIAL FORUM AND
VISIT COMMUNITY BASED
PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

Agricultural Missions, Inc. (AMI) is
organizing an Ecumenical Agrarian
Delegation to the World Social Forum
(WSF) in Nairobi, Kenya, scheduled
for January 20-25, 2007, to be
followed by visits to rural partner
organizations in Western Kenya and
Southwestern Uganda. The AMI
delegation will include Kenyan and
Ugandan partners to be a part of an
AMI presence at the WSF, and then
travel with them to their communities.
The entire journey will take 14 to 16
days.

AMI has led delegations to the World
Social Forums in Porto Alegre, Brazil
(twice) and to the Polycentric WSF in
Caracas, Venezuela and recognizes the
energizing and inspirational impacts
participation has had for delegates and
their organizations.

For more information on the
WSF 2007, please visit:
www.socialforum.or.ke/

Please contact AMI if you are
interested in being part of this 10-12-
person delegation, coordinated and
staffed by AMI.
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Progressive Social Movements Getting Traction in South America
By Stephen Bartlett

With the inauguration of indigenous
politician and leader of a coca growers'
confederation Evo Morales to the
presidency of Bolivia, yet another radical
step away from transnational corporate
domination and U.S. hegemony has been
taken in Latin America. A second step
by the Morales government was the
recent assertion of control and
sovereignty over the natural gas and oil
reserves and refining industries of this
Andean nation. The Constitutional
Assembly process looms on the horizon,
with mixed signals as to how deep the
reforms will be. Condoleezza Rice, when
meeting Evo Morales at the inauguration
of Pinochet torture victim turned Chilean
President, Michele Bachelet, had to
concede that coca leaf is indeed not the
same as cocaine. Upon his arrival there,
Evo was given a hero's welcome by
Chilean demonstrators, the first ever for a

May Day Rally at Mazzoli Federal Building, Louisville, KY. Bolivian president in living memory.

Mass mobilizations and road blockades in Ecuador by the indigenous movement CONAIE have put interim president Palacio's
desire to sign the Andean Free Trade Agreement on hold. The indigenous movement continues to recover from its participation
in the divisive and co-opting government of Lucio Gutierrez, knocked out of office in mass mobilizations in 2005.

In Peru a first round election eliminated centrist and right wing candidates, in favor of a second round choice between a
maverick military officer who opposes neo liberal economic policies Ollanta Humala and a retread Alan Garcia who will face
off in a second round of voting (as of this reading, Garcia has won those elections). Lameduck president Toledo, meanwhile,
signs on to the Andean Free Trade Agreement, as does Uribe in Colombia.

Uruguayan president Tabaret, though still highly dependent on the US embassy and US capital interests, is nevertheless
cooperating with Mercosur and Mercosur plus Venezuela. Water privatization was banned in the Uruguayan constitution
following a binding referendum.

Meanwhile with the rising star of Venezuelan diplomacy and a leadership role in new economic integration initiatives, a new
counterweight to economic dependency on US capitalism has begun to make significant inroads. With the price of oil hovering
around $70 a barrel, Venezuela continues to sell 'fair trade' oil to countries in the Caribbean, Central America and throughout
South America, averaging about $40 a barrel, as an act of solidarity for economies devastated by external debt, structural
adjustments, privatizations and financial dependency.

From solidarity actions such as providing cheap heating fuel to impoverished communities in States of the U.S. northeast
through Citgo corporation, to helping Argentina pay off its remaining IMF debts, to bartering oil for doctors and literacy experts
from Cuba, the Venezuelan so-called Bolivarian revolution (modeled after the founding father of SA independence Simoén
Bolivar), is beginning to deepen and gain real traction throughout Latin America. = Meanwhile, internally, the Chavez
government is moving forward now with a recently consolidated mandate in the legislature to undertake deep agrarian land
reform, to empower communities to take control over their water systems, to raise the educational level of the populace, to put
the poorest people to work in state sponsored construction and public works, and to foster a cooperative movement on a national
scale. As members of the U.S. Agrarian Delegation to the Caracas World Social Forum in January discovered, you really have
to see this to believe it. A Citgo BUYcott is on, since profits derived in the U.S. from that corporation help Venezuela expand
its vital public services to the 'have nots' who comprise about 70% of the populace. m
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Revolutionary Month of March in Brazil:
B Story of Mobilizations and Mass Civil Disobedience By Stephen Bartlett
led by rural organizations belonging to the Via Campesina.

Two major United Nations conferences in Brazil in the month of March were accompanied by massive civil mobilizations
and non-compliance on behalf of members of the Via Campesina, both from within Brazil and internationally. At the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) sponsored conference on Agrarian Reform in Porto Alegre, Via Campesina both
participated in the conference and mobilized civil disobedience actions related to the chronic abuse of corporations in their
taking over the fundamental resource for all rural peoples, i.e. land. The target was Aracruz Celulose, a wood pulp
corporation known for its 250,000 hectares of eucalyptus monoculture in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, creators of the so-
called 'Green Desert' of water table desiccating and habitat-depleting Eucalyptus trees. This land usurpation has displaced
thousands of farmers as well as local indigenous groups from their ancestral territory. On March 8, International Women's
Day, more than 2,000 women members of Via Campesina occupied the main tree nursery of Aracruz Celulose, destroying
about 1 million eucalyptus seedlings and their laboratory. They then returned to Porto Alegre for a mass march, followed by
a dramatic entrance into the FAO conference where they denounced the failure of the U.N. to move forward on agrarian
reform in the past 30 years.

Repercussions have been dramatic, including a police raid of one of the organizations, the Women Farmers Movement
(MMC), the sacking of their office infrastructure and funds and the freezing of their bank accounts, not to mention the
terrorizing of the women and children present in the office during the raid. Two women were injured escaping arrest by
jumping from windows, breaking their legs. Some 37 rural leaders, including male leaders of the MST thought to be
accomplices of the women, are listed in indictments for the Aracruz Celulose action. This action against the ecologically
disastrous practice of eucalyptus mono cropping coincides with actions by environmental groups in Argentina who have
blocked bridges between Uruguay and Argentina in protest of wood pulp giant Weyerhauser building a plant in their town,
to be supplied, naturally, by pulp from Aracruz Celulose.

Later in the month of March the focus of resistance shifted north to Curitiba, where a follow up convergence concerning the
Biotech corporate giants was to take place, to ascertain to what degree transgenic seeds are allowable under the Cartagena
Protocol on Biodiversity. The agenda of the corporations and their governmental allies from around the hemisphere was to
attempt to legalize the 'Terminator' gene technologies, which renders GMO seeds sterile in the second generation.

This time the rural social movements had a different but equally strategic target, a plantation of illegal GMO crops
belonging to agrichemical giant Syngenta, in the National Park around the world-renowned falls of Iguazu. Via Campesina
members occupied and denounced the illegal plantations in the media, occupied their facilities and fields, and gave Syngenta
a black eye in world public opinion. At the conference, despite the collusion of certain governments who had been bought
off by the seed giants, the moratorium on Terminator technology was maintained. Social movements across the world had
again succeeded in holding back the disastrous agenda of transnational seed monopolies in Curitiba. The place once
occupied by Syngenta, is now being occupied on a long-term basis by Brazilian Via Campesina activists in the national
park.m
Speech

Wide Ranging and Colorful Speech by Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez to the World Social Forum
in Caracas recorded by members of the US Agrarian

Delegation coordinated by AMI: Subtitled in English
and edited down by delegates, this DVD is now
available at cost ($6 USD). For details, contact
Stephen Bartlett, sbartlett@ag-missions.org

'thirc;du_dion by Brazilic;rTI;Ij?_s‘lf Macelo Baros. -

The Wolld Sodial F orum
Colissumef'Caracas’
Janudary, 2008
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*Coca-Cola: Poisoning Water, Land and People

By Amit Srivastava, India Resource Center, March 14, 2006

In the last two weeks, the Coca-Cola company has come under scrutiny once
again for selling harmful products - this time, with high levels of benzene, a
cancer causing chemical. The company's products are being investigated all
across the world, including the US, UK, China and Australia.

For the public in India, the news that Coca-Cola is once again associated with
dangerous practices hardly comes as a surprise. In India, Coca-Cola has earned
the unenviable reputation of "toxic-cola" as a result of its practices in India.

Coca-Cola's record of pollution in India is sordid, made even worse because the company refuses to acknowledge the
continued poisoning of the people, the water and the land.

Polluting Water and Land

In one of the most significant community-led victories over a large multinational corporation in recent times, villagers
from Plachimada, in the southern state of Kerala, have shut down Coca-Cola's bottling plant, since March 2004.

The community has maintained that Coca-Cola is creating severe water shortages for the community by affecting both
the quantity and quality of water. Coca-Cola, in spite of all its rhetoric about being a sustainable user of water, had
located the plant in an area that has experienced drought for years. The Coca-Cola company says that it conducted water
assessment studies prior to locating the plant, yet they will not release those reports. The siting of a bottling plant that
extracts millions of liters of water in a drought prone area is completely irresponsible.

March Against Coca-Cola in Mehdiganj Credit: Amit Srivastava

Equally alarming is the pollution of the scarce remaining groundwater and land by the Coca-Cola company. Coca-Cola
has indiscriminately discharged its waste into the surrounding fields, and the groundwater has been rendered unfit for
human consumption and the land has been poisoned. For a community that derives its livelihood primarily from
agriculture, water scarcity and pollution have dramatic impacts.

In spite of a number of studies confirming the pollution of the water wells and the land, the Coca-Cola company has
refused to acknowledge that it is centrally the problem, insisting that the campaign against the company is the work of a
"handful of extremists". The company's denials come even after the primary state agency responsible for controlling
pollution, the Kerala State Pollution Control Board, issued a "stop order" notice to the company, citing it for extremely
high levels of cadmium around the plant.

Distributing Toxic Waste as Fertilizer
Some of Coca-Cola's practices in India have been downright absurd.

In a "goodwill gesture", Coca-Cola was distributing the solid waste from its bottling plants to farmers in the area as
fertilizer. The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) had the waste tested and found extremely high levels of heavy
metals such as lead and cadmium in the waste, effectively making the solid waste toxic. When confronted by the BBC
reporter on their practice of distributing toxic waste as fertilizer, Coca-Cola's Vice-President said, "It's good for the
farmers because most of them are poor." The Coca-Cola company was ordered to stop the practice by the government
authorities immediately.

Poisoning People

One of the most remarkable cases of double standards in recent times has to be Coca-Cola's selling of sub-standard
drinks in India.

In 2003, a very well respected environmental group and winner of 2005 Stockholm Water Prize, the Centre for Science
and Environment, found that Coca-Cola (and Pepsico) products in India contained extremely high levels of pesticides-
DDT, malathion, lindane and chlorpyrifos. In some samples, the presence of these insecticides exceeded the limits set by
the European Economic Community by 137 times!

Continued on page 8
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The Indian government set up one of the highest-ranking
bodies possible to be set up in India, the Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC), to look into the pesticides
found by the original study. In February 2004, the JPC
confirmed that Coca-Cola products contained extremely
high levels of pesticides. The Parliament of India banned
the sale of Coca-Cola and Pepsico products in the
parliament cafeteria, and the ban remains in effect to this
day.

In blatant disregard for lives in India, the Coca-Cola
company continues to sell products in India with high
levels of pesticides even today. Coca-Cola maintains that
its products in India are completely safe, and that it has
one global standard for all its products.

The reality, however, is very different. On at least 10
occasions since January 2005, the US Food and Drug
Administration has rejected the shipment of Coca-Cola
products made in India coming into the US, on the
grounds that they do not conform to US laws and that they
are unsafe for the US public.

So much for the one global standard.

The India Resource Center has publicly asked the Coca-
Cola company to share the studies they must have
conducted to convince themselves that the average Indian
can consume poisons at a level 30 times higher than the
average European and American.

We have yet to hear back from the company.
A Pattern of Arrogance

When questioned about the high levels of pesticides in
their products which were confirmed by the government,
Coca-Cola company officials have stated publicly that
they do not agree with the results of the government study.

When asked about the distribution of toxic waste to
farmers around their bottling plants, the Coca-Cola
company has stated that "It's good for the farmers because
most of them are poor."

When asked about the pollution of the water and land
caused by the company that has been documented by
various government and independent agencies, Coca-Cola
officials deny any pollution.

When asked about the water shortages being experienced
by communities, Coca-Cola denies any role in the drop in
groundwater levels, blaming failed monsoons instead. In
some areas of India, the Coca-Cola company has claimed
that their operations have increased the groundwater levels
in the area!

To respond to the growing opposition to its operations in
India, Coca-Cola has recently announced ambitious
rainwater harvesting programs, and company officials
make preposterous claims that somehow, their water needs
will be met by such initiatives. But if there is not enough
rain in the first place, how can rainfall harvesting be
successful?

Public Relations Futile

The Coca-Cola company has invested heavily in public
relations in India to try to divert attentions from the real
issues. And it is clearly not working. Communities across
India continue to grow in strength and size as Coca-Cola's
bottling operations take a toll on tens of thousands of
Indians.

The campaign to hold Coca-Cola accountable has taken a
toll on the company already. The campaign "has cost it
millions of dollars in lost sales and legal fees in India, and
growing damage to its reputation elsewhere," according to
the Wall Street Journal. Close to 20 colleges and
universities in the US and UK have rejected contracts with
the Coca-Cola company until they clean up their act.

From March 16-22, 2006, Mexico will host the fourth
World Water Forum, an important international meeting
aimed at ameliorating the water crisis in the world.

What then, we ask, is the Coca-Cola company doing as
one of the leading sponsors of the World Water Forum?
As a champion of unsustainable use of water globally,
Coca-Cola's sponsorship of the forum puts the very
credibility of the World Water Forum at stake.

Coca-Cola's sponsorship of the World Water Forum in
Mexico is another attempt by the company to divert
attention away from the crisis it has created in India.

The World Water Forum should send a strong message to
the Coca-Cola company. Acknowledging its crimes in
India is a necessary first step towards finding solutions to
the crisis in India.

Until then, the growing community campaigns in India
and their supporters internationally will continue to
increase the pressure on the company.

For more information, visit www.IndiaResource.org

Amit Srivastava is the coordinator of India Resource
Center, an international campaigning organization
working to challenge abuses by multinational
corporations. India Resource Center will be at the World
Water Forum in Mexico to challenge the Coca-Cola
company's public relations exercise. B

*Reprinted by permission of the India Resource Center. The India Resource Center (IRC) is a project of Global Resistance —
“Building Global Links for Justice” URL: http://www.IndiaResource.org E-mail: IndiaResource(AT)igc.org
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Laura Karlen of Women, Food and Agriculture in Iowa:
'Saludos from Uruguay' (Excerpt of a letter sent to AMI staff
Stephen Bartlett from Uruguay, where Laura traveled to research
an article on the impact of soybean production in South America,
Feb 4, 2000).

"The World Social Forum (WSF) has given me a whole new
perspective and initiative in my work. I realized that agricultural
issues are economic issues, justice issues, social issues, health
and environmental issues. It is so basic to human survival and is
the foundation of human society. I was tempted at the forum to
go to other workshops and engage with other issues, but I chose
to remain focused on my area of passion and expertise. I saw that
is what [ was there for to contribute. Although a bit
controversial, my work with hemp is right in line with the kind of
transformation that needs to take place. The same forces of
repression and capitalistic greed that have caused so much
damage in the world have also virtually erased and demonized
one of humanity's most sacred and useful plants. It was so clear
to me during the forum that it's all part of the same basic system:
profits before people, the environment and the basic spirit of
human love. It was an incredible experience for me to just
plunge into the international community of people gathered, and
give up all concepts of separateness and engage with the people
around me in a way | have never done before. You and the
delegation created an amazing context for that openness. I feel
AMI did an amazing job coordinating the trip.

I was very engaged with the youth and found it very inspiring
to commune with them and talk about all that was going on. 1
found that many of them stayed at the camp and did not engage
much with the workshops, so I had an opportunity to bring the
workshops to them! My father worked with youth and I found
myself doing the same sort of work I imagine he did in the
mountains of Panama and El Salvador, empowering the youth to
look toward the future...

... the fluidity and enthusiasm that you brought to the effort
was astounding. I felt supported and motivated, which was a
perfect balance between structure and spontaneity...

Mary Sanderson of Concerned Citizens of
Newport (WI) wrote the following:

The World Social Forum was a stimulating and very
hopeful experience for me. I'm grateful to CCN and
the Kannos for inviting me to interpret and for the
generous contribution so I could go. Agricultural
Missions, Stephen Bartlett and Emma Kreyche were
major keys to how enjoyable and valuable this trip
was for me. The Monday visit to new cooperative
farm communities was unforgettable.

Caracas 84 degree city with wide range of
neighborhoods, from truly destitute to truly
extravagant, and Forum events took place in more
than 25 different venues all across the city.
Traveling was easy on fast and clean Metro. The
Metro also provided many chance encounters with
other Forum delegates and with Venezuelan
workers and students and regular people.

On Thursday tens of thousand of delegates filled the
Coliseum for a big "Anti-Imperialist Action." There
were music, chants, banners all through the crowd
and a two-hour short speech by President Chavez.
The "Chavez is here to stay" chants surprised me,
showing what a big impact the quick coup had on
popular opinion. "U, A, Chavez no se va!" and "Mi
Comandante se queda, se queda, se queda Mi
Comandante" were two of the most popular ones.

My personal favorite chant was "Alerta, Alerta, Alerta que camina la espada de Bolivar por America Latina!" I went with the
impression that Chavez was mostly an egocentric, loud-mouth politician, and it came as rather a strange thrill throughout the
week to see lots of evidence that his actions were matching his words. The surprise of it made me think how cynically

resigned we are to the routine-ness of corruption.

Chavez emphasized the urgency of taking back control over our lives and resources from the giant transnationals. He said
cockroaches and slugs show more sense about their species' survival than we humans do, and that the way we're polluting and
squandering resources for profits, that possibly the XXI Century is our last chance to change and survive as a species.
Together with what I had witnessed in a meeting of Venezuelan water activists, these words convinced me that at least for the
moment, Chavez is a worthy and unspoiled leader. Imagine a leader who calls for and insists upon PARTICIPATION.

Continued on page 10
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The Zamora National Peasant Front marching on opening of Curacas World Social Forum —
“OCCUPIED LAND WORKED LAND?” “Total War on Idle Plantations (Latifundios)!

Mary Sanderson (con’t)

If I had to pick one most impact event, it would be
Wednesday afternoon at the Venezuelan Central
University. Mesas Técnicas de Agua was printed on the
back of at least 150 red shirts in this lecture hall, on
almost everyone there. Hiroshi, Arlene and I only knew
that it would be about water and the Venezuelan
experience. Along the way we figured out 'mesas
técnicas' could be translated 'technical roundtables.'

First the group agreed on who would moderate, then
began exchanging personal experiences. Clearly many
did not know one another, and had never participated in
such a gathering before. They came representing
projects from the remote corners of Venezuela as well as
the shantytowns ringing the capital.

The Mesas Técnicas began in the first months of
Chavez' regime (1999) after all attempts by the previous
government had failed utterly to deliver water or to stop
the protests in the barrios. The Technical Roundtables
recognize that citizens hold the key to local data, while
government employees have the technology. Neighbors
must organize cooperatively, do a neighborhood census
and sketch a map showing how many people need water
and where. One presenter brought to show the rough
sketch her group had made, which became the
foundation of their new water delivery system. When
the co-op is formed, the data gathered, the water

department sends out a technician to meet with them. At
this one meeting the projects are defined and prioritized.
Time and money goals are set and the neighbors pledge to
do a large part of the physical work.

It was very exciting to hear women and men tell how they
now understand their water system, even enough to
troubleshoot them. One said that in three generations no
government ever had offered a solution to the brackish,
undrinkable water in his region, or ever even looked at it,
and now they are actually building a dike. Many
presenters began and ended with exclamations of gratitude,
since access to clean water relieves a paramount anxiety
for families and offers the possibility of health.

This was powerful for me to be in a room full of real
people who are actually physically recovering sovereignty
in their lives and neighborhoods. By having neighbors and
techies work together this way, Venezuela has brought
public water services to an additional 9% of its population
in the last 6 years reaching now almost 90%.

According to a Caracas waterworks union man, Santiago
Arconada, there is a long term benefit of this process even
bigger than these dramatic results, he says the growing
public awareness of right relationships with one's
watershed as a life and death issues will benefit
Venezuelans far into the future.

Continued on page 11
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Arlene and Hiroshi Kanno (Concerned Citizens of Newport/CCN)

There was a certain amount of suspension of organizational needs required to enjoy the full impact of this World Social
Forum held in Caracas, Venezuelan January 24-31. If one requires orderliness and organization, then one would have been
better off attending the Democratic or Republican National Conventions. If one wanted to find excitement, enjoyment,
spiritual inspiration and mutual support for concern for ordinary members of society and democracy in action, then the VI
Foro Social Mundial was the place to be....

The US tent was the focal point for us. Our water anti-privatization workshop was held there on Friday. Arlene moderated
our major presentation that was co-sponsored by the Detroit Welfare Alliance. Stephen Bartlett and Mary Sanderson helped
translate. Arlene briefly described how our small grassroots organization CCN stopped the giant transnational corporation
Nestle from establishing a bottling plant and taking spring water from our rural community in south central Wisconsin. The
Detroit spokesperson described how municipal water rates are escalating so rapidly in their community that people are unable
to pay and their water-necessary for survival-is being shut off, while at the same time Nestle gets huge amounts of water in the
same state, essentially for free, in order to make a profit.

The highlight of our presentation was the singing of the Raging Grannies led by Mary Sanderson. Mary had composed new
verses in Spanish to the tune of "La Cucaracha," which delighted the audience. The Grannies also sang, in English, "Battle
Hymn of the Waterkeepers" with verses written by Arlene in 2001.

Our Ag Missions group of some 12 people was as diverse as one could hope for and yet cohesive and dynamic. All of the
individuals in our group were committed to their particular endeavors in Chile, El Salvador, Puerto Rico and various locations
around the U.S. Their interests ranged from farm labor movements, (including the campaign against McDonalds), family
farming, water privatization, women's issues, food sovereignty and food security concerns, to a higher plateau of spirituality.
Although we were the seniors in the group, we felt accepted and supported by our younger colleagues. Holding it all together
was our leader Stephen Bartlett and co-leader Emma Kreyche. They are true professionals and very gracious. We appreciated
being kept informed of all aspects of the trip weeks before we were to depart. From the time they met us at the airport with a
"starter" of local currency, through Emma's steering us through the Metro system to our hotel, we felt safe and secure. They
resolved problems before they occurred. They were helpful in preparing for our workshop on water privatization. We were
able to help them in the four other workshops on food sovereignty and food safety sponsored by AMI.

Our visit to the countryside was a highlight of the trip. Touring two agricultural cooperatives was an eye-opening experience.
Visiting them at this early stage of their development will give us a starting point to observe their evolution. It would seem
that newly organized people's cooperatives taking and planting land that was ostensibly owned by someone else might lead to
difficulties. In fact the "dispossessed" landowners did not really own the land. They could not produce any legal documents
showing purchase or ownership, and indeed were not even farming or using the land. The state has set aside such lands for the
cooperatives to move onto. This cooperative movement continues to grow, with technical assistance from the government.

Our sense is that these agrarian cooperatives are part of a much bigger historic movement that will sweep Latin America. But
there is resistance to it, and to President Chavez. Some people in Caracas went out of their way to complain about the
condition of their life under Chavez. In Caracas we visited the largest shopping mall in Venezuela. We thought we were back
in the US. The prices were U.S. prices. How can the ordinary citizen afford such outrageous prices? There must be a very
wealthy class that can afford to purchase these items. They are the ones who are resisting the cooperatives and finding fault
with Chavez' policies. Empowering the disenfranchised, like the cooperatives we saw in action, will result in a sweeping
reallocation of resources in Venezuela, and wherever it is occurring in Central and South America. This is what the
Bolivarian Revolution is all about. We hope to be around to see its results in the years to come. m

- . i
The Raging Grannies sang about the ills of water privatization.
U.S. tent at the WSF in Venezuela.

Laura Karlen interviewing a Venezuelan Farmer.
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Farming, NAFTA and Migrant Journeys to the North:
Reflections on the Recent Explosion of the Immigrant Rights Movement
By Stephen Bartlett

Many self-proclaimed experts on the expanding immigration phenomenon in the U.S. have taken to the
airwaves and the print media in recent weeks, but very few of them have addressed the macro-economic
factors and U.S. policies underlying the global mass movement of peoples. In Louisville, Kentucky,
Agricultural Missions, Inc. (AMI) joined with church groups, unions and community organizations to mobilize
immigrant workers and their families and to educate the general public about the root causes of the modern
day immigration phenomenon that has driven so many rural Mexicans to seek work in the U.S.

On May 1st we had a march to honor all workers and a cultural event to celebrate diversity in which more than
1,200 immigrants and their allies participated. Elsewhere in cities like Dallas, Chicago, Los Angeles and New
York and dozens of other cities, demonstrators numbering in the millions proudly marched, expressing the
dignity of workers who contribute to the U.S. economy and society.

Culturally, we simply cannot give up salsa and return to a ketchup-only society. Economically, U.S. society
currently needs these workers to perform many of the most essential functions of life, like harvesting and
processing our food and maintaining our housing.

Having organized for years with farm worker unions like Farm Labor Organizing Committee (FLOC) and
organizations like the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) in the struggle for labor rights and dignity for
downtrodden farm workers, many of them immigrants both documented and undocumented, AMI has been
keenly aware of the dynamics that have driven so many Mexicans, Guatemalans, Haitians and others from
south of our borders to attempt to find a way out of deprivation in this way, for themselves and for their

families.
Continued on page 13
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The sending of remittances from the U.S. to families in rural
hamlets across Mesoamerica and the Caribbean has become
in some countries the number one source of dollars in several
Latin American and Caribbean economies.

The rise of new paramilitary groups in the U.S. modeled after
the militias of the U.S. revolution, such as the Minutemen, to
monitor the U.S.-Mexico border, and the scapegoating of
mainly Latino immigrant workers in a recent wave of hate
crimes and racist rhetoric are two of the symptoms of the
current dark times of economic globalization, mirroring
similar backlashes in countries from France to the Dominican
Republic.

But all through the national debate, the mainstream media
focused mainly on the legal status of the immigrants, whether
they carried flags from their native countries, whether
protesters were speaking the Spanish language that was
somehow threatening to many U.S. citizens, or spoke about
the perceived (but often mistaken) goals of the mass
demonstrations.

Mainstream media mainly ignored the root economic causes,
just as the U.S. media avoided analyzing the root causes of
the wave of fundamentalist Islamic terrorism aimed at the
West. Among those root causes is the economic and
political aggression associated with the Washington
Consensus, that seeks with the arm-twisting of unpayable
external debt, to break down all barriers to mainly
transnational corporate-dominated trade (except the ones put
up by U.S. corporations and the U.S. government to impede
trade to the U.S.), to deregulate and privatize state assets and
public services (that are bought up cheaply by transnational
corporations), and to allow for wholesale penetration of U.S.
capital and retail sales to every corner of the globe. That the
signing of NAFTA in 1994 formalized this sort of economic
colonialism between Mexico and the U.S. is largely
overlooked in analyses about the so-called 'Immigration
problem."

But ask Lucas Benitez of the CIW why he initially came to
the U.S.. His response? "I am a cast out offspring of
NAFTA." Ask almost any recently arrived Mexican woman
why she came to the U.S. and she will talk about how her
family could no longer eat or live well back on the farm. "No
money. No work. The price of corn or whatever we produce
on the farm is so low. We can't make a living there anymore.
Three times a day with tortillas and sometimes black beans."

In retrospect, what is phenomenal about the explosion of the
recent mobilizations for immigrant rights is that it took so
long to emerge, and then emerged seemingly all at once and
with such dynamism.

13

Many from within the immigrant rights movement
attribute this sudden 'coming out' to the crude and racist
attempt to criminalize all of the estimated 11-12 million
undocumented workers, as expressed in the House Bill
4437, known as the Sensenbrenner Bill. All
undocumented workers and anyone who helped them
were to be reclassified as felons and a 700-mile section of
the U.S.-Mexican border was to have a wall erected.
Their backs were truly to the wall. One joke has it that in
order for the U.S. government to afford to build such a
wall, undocumented Latino workers would have to be
hired on a large scale. (8 hours on the wall, overtime on
the tunnels.)

Once word got around about this law approved by the
Republican-dominated House of Representatives, the
Catholic Church joined with other churches and
immigration rights organizations and unions, and even
service-oriented organizations, to call on the immigrant
community to protest and to come out of the closets and
stand up for their rights. Documented immigrants saw
the racist nature of this assault and forged a strong unity
with their undocumented cousins, aunts and nephews (so
to speak). And stand up they did, indeed, stunning the
nation out of its slumber!

Who would have thought that in the course of a few short
weeks, the national dialog would be covering such topics
as the merits of singing the National Anthem in Spanish?

At the Louisville event, we staged a socio-drama to
illustrate the dynamics of globalization behind much of
today's immigration. We began with a narrated bilingual
version of the Mayan Creation Myth from the Popol Vuh
of how God created humans first out of clay (too dry,
back to powder), then out of wood (nonsensical, amoral
speech, back to the fire), and when these experiments
failed, out of multicolored maize (just right!). The
colorful Corn Goddess with her cornhusk crown
accompanied by melodic flute music rises and dances
gracefully about the stage.

SCENE Change. Banner: Outside the Empire, sun and
mountains. Campesino Pedro enters, prays and reverently
sows his blue and white corn, hoeing the ground, tending
the plants, until ENTER MR. NAFTA smoking a cigar to
chants from narrators of "You will get rich. Progress.
Ride the gravy train!" arrogantly signs the treaty, knocks
Campesino Pedro's straw hat off his head and scatters his
corn with a kick, before strutting offstage, his wallet
bulging and cell phone glued to his ear. Pedro looks
mournful as he gathers and tries to sell his corn to one
and all; even the audience near the stage denies him a
decent price. Pedro lifts up his backpack and begins his
migration.

Continued on back cover
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JUSTICE OR EXTINCTION
Excerpts from the Report of the Executive Director
to the Board of Directors for Year 2005

By Winston G. Carroo

The human species has attributed unto itself the role of the
supreme of all creation - the top of the pile, the apex of the
evolutionary process when it comes to intelligence. We are
endowed with the ability to think and reason, to know right from
wrong, to plan for the future, to have the capability for moral and
ethical judgments and to communicate. These are characteristics
that set us apart from other species. The scientific and
technological achievements of recent decades are mind-boggling.
And what have we done and what are we doing with all this
intelligence? We are creating the conditions for the extinction of
our own species and many others with it. Through habitat loss,
pollution and over harvesting, human activity is contributing to the
rate of species extinction by a factor of 100 to 1000 when
compared with the natural process. As we sit here nearly 16,000
species are threatened with extinction. One in four mammal and
one in eight bird species are currently at high risk for extinction. It
is high time that we recognize that the survival of our own species
is inextricably linked to the survival of other species.

It is no secret that global warming and other human activity continue to threaten environmental integrity and the
ecological balance on which life depends. The evidence is there and becoming more irrefutable with each passing
day although there are those who say it is inconclusive and waits for more proof. But waiting is not only foolish but
also dangerous. I firmly believe that we are at that "tipping point" beyond which there is no return. The World
Meteorological Organization reported that 2005 saw the highest level of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere and the
highest one-year increase in emissions. The Antarctic ice cap is melting at 36 cubic miles per year and the
Greenland ice sheet is melting twice the rate previously estimated. Even scientists studying these issues were caught
off-guard.

The technologies that fuel climate change and the culture of excessive consumption that it enables are placing
severe strain on the ecological balance that is essential for the well being of the human family and all living
organisms, in the present and for the future. Human activity has changed the ecological equation that kept things in
balance. These changes have been taking place over centuries but have increased in recent decades. We have
reached the "tipping point" or very close to it. The ecological system is trying to restore balance in ways that are
drastic and devastating. I strongly believe that the extreme weather conditions and fluctuations of recent years is the
result of natural systems trying to restore that balance. And we can expect more of the same. I shudder to think that
there will be more Katrinas in our future, but it is not at all unreasonable to predict that there will be. Already this
year, we have seen tornadoes that are occurring earlier in the season and with greater intensity. We are seeing wild
fires across vast spans of the country as shifting weather patterns result in extreme drought conditions even as there
are floods in other areas.

The very puzzling thing about all of this for me is this: We are aware of what is happening and what the end result
is likely to be, yet we are very slow to take action. Is it that we are genetically pre-determined to self-destruct? Or is
it that we have complete faith in our technological abilities for finding solutions? I do not believe we are genetically
predetermined to self-destruct, but there is also a level of what I would call "technological arrogance" that leads us

to believe that we would find technological solutions.
Continued on page 5



June, 2006

NETLINE

Justice or Extinction... (con’t) 15

At least this is the expressed hope of some of our
political leaders, ignoring the fact that this
technological arrogance is partly to blame for the
position we now find ourselves in. I firmly believe
that human greed is the root of this problem. Despite
our intelligence and technological advances, we have
not been able to control the greed that is driving us to
self-destruction.

The rampant injustices that exist today are rooted in
the greed that drives us to accumulate wealth at all
cost - even to the extent of self-destruction. Even as
we speak of the gravity of what the ecological
imbalance may mean for humanity, corporations are
planning ways of exploiting the effects of global
warming -from new sources of minerals and oil, new
shipping routes, pure water from the polar ice caps
and harvesting forests decimated by insects and
diseases, that now thrive in warmer weather. The
dominant economic paradigm is the "free market"
model that leaves the allocation of resources to the
market. In other words, those who can pay the most
get the best and those who cannot pay go without - no
matter what the goods and services are. As
governments  increasingly hand over their
responsibilities to corporations, injustices abound.
The profit motive is the driving force of the corporate
model, not the common good.

As people of faith, we must confront injustices as a
way of addressing the ecological imbalance. Justice
demands more access to basic needs by the poor and
less accumulation by the rich. Increasingly, as people
of faith, we understand that the consequences of
ecological imbalance hurt first and foremost the
powerless, the poor and vulnerable, as was clearly
demonstrated by Katrina and other climatic
disturbances that I would term "unnatural" disasters.
Those who benefit the least, suffer the most. But the
wealthy are under the illusion that they can pay for
whatever it takes to survive in the event of ecological
collapse and some even take solace in the fact that
they would be the last to die.

Injustice, my friends, is at the heart of our race
toward extinction and justice must be achieved if we
are to avoid this fate. Achieving some measure of
global justice in all spheres of human endeavor is a
prerequisite to avoiding ecological collapse. And
what does this mean for Agricultural Missions?
Simply put, it means that our commitment to justice
must remain strong and central to our ministry. It
means that our support for the struggles of the
impoverished for justice must be unwavering. It
means that we must find ways and means to bring
others to the realization that justice is essential for the
survival of humanity. "Justice or extinction" is the
choice we face.

In the context of globalization the farm policies of
countries such as the United States and members of
the European Union have very negative
consequences not only for small farmers within those
countries, but for farmers all over the world. Small
farmers in developing countries are also being
squeezed out of business as a result of these policies
that result in dumping on their markets. And their
governments are helpless in terms of protecting from
cheap imports.

Globalization is now the chief mechanism of injustice
in the world. This system not only further oppresses
the impoverished and grants unprecedented power to
the wealthy. It also denies peoples, communities and
even countries of their democratic rights and
sovereignty. As a mechanism of injustice that results
in ecological imbalance, corporations are given the
freedom to make profits but have no responsibility to
protect the environment or treat people fairly. This
injustice, driven by greed, is fueling our race toward
extinction that some label the "race to the bottom."
No one knows where the bottom is or when we have
reached there, but at this rate extinction will come
before we reach the bottom. m
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Farming, NAFTA and Migrant
Journeys....(con’t)

SCENE Change. Banner:  Crossing the
Border with cactus and a coyote depicted.
(Music from Manu Chao: Clandestino.) The
Migra with binoculars and a flashlight
searches for migrants crossing the desert, but
the Corn Goddess shields Pedro from the
Migra's sight, turning circles around each
other on stage.

SCENE Change. Banner: Inside the Empire,
a Construction Site. Pedro is looking for
work. Enter MR. BOSS who offers him a job
hammering, removes his straw hat and gives
him a baseball cap, symbol of wage labor
replacing the hat of the subsistence farmer.
Pedro hammers in rhythm to drum. Re-enter
boss, who pays Pedro, then leaves.

Pedro puts some cash into an envelope to send
home, when Mr. Migra re-enters and demands
his papers. When he can show none, he is
handcuffed and tied, forced to kneel. (Gasps from the crowd.) La Migra makes a cell phone call while the Corn Goddess
reappears and frees Pedro from his bonds. The narrators lead el Pueblo (all the participants) to chant: We are the
Children of Corn, Unidos. Somos los Hijos de Maiz, Unidos. The Corn Goddess distributes popcorn to the audience as
Pedro grabs a guitar and sings a folk song: Los Hijos de Maiz. (the Children of Corn).

; : AV .;- im Pence HillBillyReportart
May I*" March in Kentucky twins strolled as symbols of mutuality as immigrants
demand dignity for all.

And best of all, we got first page coverage for the March and Cultural Event in the May 2 Louisville Courier-Journal, and
the article quoted organizers with the analysis of how NAFTA and other policies are creating these unprecedented high
levels of migration. AMI was there with this dynamic new movement, opening up new alliances for organizing and

consciousness-raising, and will be there as this struggle matures.

Contributions and payments to Agricultural Missions can now be made on line. To use this option go
to www.agriculturalmissions.org and click the DONATE button.




