Communique of the daughters, son and mother of Berta Caceres
    In the presence of the litter of our Bertha, our mother, our daughter, our guide. 
Her daughters Olivia, Bertha and Laura, her son Salvador, her mother Austra Bertha accompanied by our relatives and friends, wish to make a public statement of our thoughts at this moment of profound consternation.  
Our Bertha is the best of our inspirations.  This is why we feel the need to make heard the truth about her life and her struggle.

Regarding the circumstances we wish to first thank all the national and international solidarity that is accompanying us.   We are thankful for the support of the Lenca people, to whom she dedicated the best of her resistance.  To the Garifuna people who were close partners in the struggle for a better world.  To all the organizations and social movements of Honduras, Latin America and the world who have taken our pain as theirs.  We are grateful for the immense demonstrations of affection and condolence that the Honduran people have offered, that show that her struggle has been the righteous struggle of the peoples and the struggle that the world needs. 
It is not allowable to distort the truth around this crime which ended her life.  We know with certain clarity that the motives for this vile assassination were her resistance and struggle against the exploitation of the common goods of nature and in defense of the Lenca people.  Her assassination is an effort to end the struggle of the Lenca people against all forms of exploitation and theft.  An attempt to stop the building of a new world.
The circumstances of her death took place amidst a struggle against the installation of the hydroelectric project Agua Zarca on the Gualcarque River on the part of the Lenca people.  We ask that the responsibility of the DESA corporation that is developing this project be brought to light.  We hold the DESA corporation responsible, as well as the international financial bodies funding this project, the Dutch Bank FMO, the Finn Fund, the BCIE, Ficohsa and the other committed companies, CASTOR, Business Group ATALA, for the persecution, the criminalization and the stigmatization, the constant death threats against her person, and against us, and against COPINH.  We hold the Honduran State responsible for having placed large obstacles in the way of protecting Bertha, of having propitiated the persecution, criminalization and the assassination.    For having opted to protect the interests of the company above all decision making and mandates of the communities.  

How is it possible that the police, the army, the security ministry that protect the interests of the installations of the DESA company be the same institutions that supposedly were to guarantee the protection and security of Bertha?

How is it possible that the police, the army and the Honduran government that ought to have protected her physical integrity, be the same that were threatening her with death, harassing her and persecuting her?

 Those responsible for her assassination are the corporate groups in complicity with the national government, the municipal governments and the repressive institutions of the State, those who are behind the extractive projects being developed in the region.  The financiers of these extractive projects of death are also responsible for the death of our Bertha and so many other persons who struggle against the exploitation of their territories, given that with their funding the economic interests can be imposed over and above the ancestral rights of the peoples.  
We will not allow her image to be converted into an empty logo.  Our Bertha called for a permanent and vigorous struggle in defense of life, the territories and against this system of exploitation and plunder.  
We demand that an impartial internacional commission be constituted for the investigation of this crime, with the Inter American Commission of Human Rights, internacional human rights organizations, and of the relevant government bodies, given that there is a demonstrated lack of objectivity by the investigation that has been begun here in the country.  
We ask that the integrity of Bertha’s figure as a leader of resistance be respected.  She is an eternal person of struggle against racism, patriarchy and the oppressive and deadly capitalist system.  Her struggle is undergirded by a strong anti-imperialism, corroborated constantly by her international practices and her rejection of the Coup d’Etat financed and supported by the United States, which initiated the handing over of national territory to international corporations to the detriment of the rights of the Lenca people and of the Honduran population. 
We demand the immediate and definitive cancellation of the concession DESA on the Gualcarque River, so that that river will continue to run free.  If the government really desires to do justice, we demand the cancellation of all the mining, dam and forest concessions and all those projects that threaten our national sovereignty.  
We demand respect and guarantees for the physical, legal and emotional integrity of our family, of the communities especially in Rio Blanco and all the members of COPINH.  
Her struggle was not only for the environment but for a change of the system, against capitalism, racism and patriarchy.  

They not only assassinated our mother, they assassinated the mother of the people.  We make a call to intensify the mobilization, the denunciations and the acts of solidarity demanded to achieve true justice.  
“Wake up, wake up humanity!  There is no time left.  Our consciences will be shaken if we simply contemplate our self-destruction based on predatory capitalism, racism and patriarchy.”  
Bertha Vive!!  Bertha Lives!

Given in La Esperanza, Intibucá on the 5th day of the month of March, 2016.  
